NHPA Executive Committee Meeting
March 2025
Minutes submitted by Annmarie Timmins.

Present: Brendan McQuaid, Annmarie Timmins, Rose Kundanis, Errol Soule, Mark Guerringu,
Lisa Connell Anthony Payton Media, Julie Hart, Chance Viles, Dawn DeAngelis, Michael
Graham, and Judi Currie

Treasurer’s Report: Melanie Plenda
There is $2,641 in the NHPA bank account.
President’s Report: Brendan McQuaid
Executive Director Report: Judi Currie

We have 180 entries for the professional and college/high school contest entries. College and
high school judging is underway. Program for two workshops is shaping up but not finalized.
One panel will be using Al in the newsroom. Judi is confirming NHPA can keep its rental at the
NH Institute of Politics.

Legislative Affairs and Right to Know Committee: Annmarie
Annmarie shared her legislative affairs report.
There are just a few updates on RTK bills.

e HB 2 includes a provision that would exempt from public disclosure “records held by the
executive branch that are ‘under seal’ or confidential in a court file.” The definition of
“executive branch” under state law would refer not to just the governor’s office but all
state agencies that come under the chief executive.

We are still determining what potential implications this may have.
A couple of our priority bills have cleared the House and moved to the Senate.
e HB 107: Removes requirement to print “political advertising” on political ads,

e HB 66: Drops “citizen” from the right to know law and makes public records available to
any “person.”

A third bill we support seems destined to die in the House.


https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=1188&inflect=2
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/billText.aspx?id=35&type=4
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/billText.aspx?id=56&type=4

e HB 391 would prevent harassment lawsuits intended to intimidate or silence people. A
House committee is recommending the full House reject it.

Updates on two other bills:
e HB 587 would allow the use of one-party recording in domestic violence cases. This is a
narrower use than the bill’s initial language suggested.
e HB 111, which would extend the RTK Ombudsman’s office for two years, cleared the
House but was referred to House Finance.

You can see our bill tracker here.
Education Committee:

College and high school contest is firming up. There are 80 people signed up. Rose is covering
the cost of lunch. The committee will schedule a meeting.

Membership and Sponsorship:

Broadreach PR will sponsor the professional contest. Michael Graham asked for a one-sheet
summary on the sponsorship levels. He plans to approach some potential sponsors. Judi will send
him the sheet.

New Business

Meeting adjourned.


https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=392&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=767&inflect=2
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/billinfo.aspx?id=76&inflect=2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PJJqGFX3yMRG7aTx2JVVnV2J45JsbgJETZe97E3D3IM/edit?usp=sharing

